
Congressman Filemon Vela 

34th District of Texas 



� 
Currently, serving the Second Session of 1st Term in 
Congress 
 
� Born in Harlingen and raised in Brownsville  
 
� Graduate of Georgetown University and the 

University of Texas School of Law 

� Practiced law for over 20 years representing clients in 
civil disputes 

 

Personal Background 



� 
Texas Congressional District 34 

ü  Anchored in Cameron County 
      (414,000 of roughly 700,000) 
Section of Hidalgo County: 

•  Weslaco 
•  Donna 
•  Alamo 
•  San Juan 

All of Willacy and Kenedy County 
 
Northern counties of Kleberg, Jim Wells, 
Bee, Goliad, DeWitt, with portions of San 
Patricio and Gonzales County including 
the following cities: 

•  Kingsville 
•  Alice 
•  Sinton 
•  Beeville 
•  Cuero 
•  Mathis 



1 of 9 Members Representing Southern Border 

Rep. Juan Vargas 
CA-51 

Rep. Raúl Grijalva 
AZ-3 

Rep. Ron Barber 
AZ-2 

Rep. Steve Pearce 
NM-2 

Rep. Beto O'Rourke 
TX-16 

Rep. Rubén Hinojosa 
TX-15 

Rep. Henry Cuellar 
TX-28 

Rep. Pete Gallego 
TX-23 

Rep. Fil Vela 
TX-34 



House Calendar is set by 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor 

 

 



Example of a Day in  
Congressman Vela’s 
Washington Office 

  



� 
� Brownsville and San Benito  
 
� Local offices handle constituent outreach and 

casework, which includes: 
Ø  VA benefits and military disability claims 
Ø  Immigration Issues, Visas and Passport  
Ø  Service Academy Nominations 
Ø  Social Security and Disability Benefits  
Ø  Military Medal Replacement Requests 
Ø  Help coordinate constituent visits to DC 
 

 

Two District Offices in Cameron County 



� 
� Agriculture Committee 

Ø  Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities and 
Risk Management 

Ø  Subcommittee on Livestock, Rural Development, and 
Credit 

 

� Homeland Security Committee 
Ø  Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure 

Protection, and Security Technologies 

 

Committee Assignments 



Sample of Issues in Southern Part of District 

Dredging at South 
Texas Ports SpaceX 

Veterans Issues Water Treaty with Mexico 

Immigration Reform and Trade 

Interstate 69 





� 
Sample of Issues in Northern Part of District 

Eagle Ford Shale Oil Play Navy Air Station Kingsville 

Wind Energy Farm Bill 



� 
� Appointed by Democratic Leadership to Farm Bill 

Conference Committee 
� Conference Report recently passed House and Senate 

and was signed into law by POTUS on Feb. 7, 2014 

Farm Bill 



More on Farm Bill 

Ø  Provides transition payments to 
producers of upland cotton in light of 
the repeal of direct payments; 

Ø  Extends current sugar policy through 
2018; 

Ø  Continues to support consumer demand 
for fresh fruits and vegetables and 
increases support for farmers’ markets; 

Ø  Supports new farmers and ranchers with 
training and access to capital; 

Ø  Increases assistance for food banks; 
Ø  Creates initiatives to help veterans start 

agriculture businesses;  
Ø  Invests in research to promote 

agricultural innovation; and 
Ø  Reduces SNAP (food stamp funding by 

about $8 billion, initial cuts were $39 
billion) 



Example of Homeland Security Committee Hearing 
 

“Taking Down the Cartels: Examining United States – 
Mexico Cooperation” 

�  Witnesses included: James Dinkins, 
Executive Associate Director of 
Homeland Security Investigations; 
John Feeley, Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary at the U.S. 
Department of State; Christopher 
Wilson from the Wilson Center; and 
Alan Bersin, Assistant Secretary of 
International Affairs at the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. 

�  Brought issue of Violence in 
Tamaulipas to Forefront of the 
hearing 

 
�  One of this country's most 

important foreign policy challenges 
is convincing the Mexican central 
government to address cartel 
violence especially in Tamaulipas 



Example of Homeland Security Committee Hearing 
 

 “The Boston Marathon Bombings, One Year On: A Look 
Back to Look Forward”  

�  Witnesses included: Edward Davis, 
former Commissioner of the Boston 
Police Department; Edward 
Deveau, Chief of the Watertown 
Police Department; and Jeffrey 
Pugliese, a sergeant with the 
Watertown Police Department 

 
�  The witnesses explained the strong 

cooperation amongst different law 
enforcement agencies over the last 
year to investigate the Boston 
Marathon bombings and now to 
prosecute Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.  
Additionally, the witnesses testified 
to the resilience of the Boston and 
Watertown communities 



Example of International Issue 

March 12 – U.S. House 
passed H.Res 499 
which  condemns the 
violation of Ukrainian 
sovereignty 



Defense, Labor Take Greatest Share of FY2014 Appropriations 

Source: U.S. House of Representatives, 2014. 

Analysis 
•  The largest share of FY2014 appropriations went to Defense and Labor, HHS, and Education funding; the two categories combined to account for 

63.2% of all funding, or $643.7 billion 
•  Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Commerce, Justice, and Science appropriations were the third and fourth-most funded categories in 

the omnibus bill 
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Breakdown of FY2014 Appropriations 

Agriculture, Rural 
Development, FDA 
Commerice, Justice, Science 

Defense* 

Energy and Water 
Development 
Financial Services and 
General Government 
Homeland Security** 

Interior and Environment 

Labor, HHS, Education 

Legislative Branch 

Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs 
State and Foreign Operations 

Transportation and HUD 

 $20.9  
 $51.6  

 $486.9  

 $34.1  
 $21.6  

 $39.3   $30.1  

 $156.8  

 $4.3  

 $73.3  
 $49   $50.9  

FY2014 Appropriations  
(in billions) 

*Does not include overseas contingency operations funding              **Includes disaster relief funding 

Overview of the Federal Budget Process 

Source: The NationalJournal 



The Federal Budget Process 

Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source:  
The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Source: The Washington Post  



Bringing Washington Policy Makers to South Texas 

Walter Bastian 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

Victor Mendez 
Acting Deputy Secretary  

Department of Transportation 

BGen Thomas Kula 
Commander U.S. Army 

Engineer Division, 
Southwestern Division 

Rep. Xavier Becerra 
Chair 

House Democratic Caucus 

Rep. Joe Crowley 
Vice-Chair  

House Democratic Caucus 

Miriam Sapiro  
Ambassador & 

Deputy U.S. Trade Representative 
 

Ashok Kumar Mirpuri 
Ambassador  

The Republic of Singapore 

Rep. Nick Rahall 
Ranking Member 

Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee 



Good Resource: 
www.vela.house.gov 



� 

Contacting Congressman Vela 

District Director:     District Director     District Director   
Marisela Cortez     Jose Pereida      Humberto Garza 
Cell (956) 203-1340    Cell (361) 230-9776    Cell (956) 203-9580 

 
 
 

       District Offices 
 

333 Ebony Avenue      1390 W. Expressway 83   500 East Main Street 
Brownsville, TX 78520   San Benito, TX 78586    Suite 312A 
956-544-8352     956-203-1662     Alice, Texas 78332 

 
http://vela.house.gov 



� 
Questions??? 


